
The world’s first true rocket aircraft -
the Heinkel He 176

Douglas Downer-Smith

Germany 1939 - the Heinkel He 176 flew and was the first aircraft specifically designed for liquid fuel
rocket propulsion. This was a true milestone of flight and just a few weeks before another milestone,
the first flight of a turbojet aircraft – the Heinkel He 178. Both of these flights were made by the same
pilot. Despite sparse archival evidence, how this aircraft came into existence against the backdrop of
the rise of rocketry in pre-war Germany is covered, especially as regards relationships between those
involved – Ernst Heinkel, the Luftwaffe and the pilot, Eric Warsitz.
The probable performance of the aircraft is explored using animation and aircraft design software. Pre-
war film of aircraft rocket propulsion experiments will be shown for comparison.

Douglas Downer-Smith is an electronics engineer with a life-long interest in aviation. This has resulted
in a special study of the jet and rocket aircraft of World War II. Researching some of the lesser known
aircraft of this period is challenging yet rewarding and he is in contact with leading researchers in
Germany and the USA. He has travelled to Germany and Switzerland in search of reliable records and
archives. More recently, he was involved with a Canadian film company in the production of a
forthcoming series called "Secret Planes - Mysteries of History".
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Invitation to an RAeS lecture in cooperation with the DGLR and VDI

Der Besuch der Veranstaltung ist steuerlich absetzbar. Bringen Sie dazu bitte eine ausgefüllte Teilnahmebestätigung zur Unterschrift
zum Vortrag mit. Mittels E-Mail-Verteilerliste wird über aktuelle Veranstaltungen informiert. Vortragsunterlagen vergangener
Veranstaltungen, aktuelles Vortragsprogramm, Eintrag in E-Mail-Verteilerliste, Vordrucke der Teilnahmebestätigung: Alle Services über die
Internetseite zur gemeinsamen Vortragsreihe von DGLR/VDI/RAeS/HAW: http://hamburg.dglr.de .

DGLR Bezirksgruppe Hamburg http://hamburg.dglr.de und
RAeS Hamburg Branch http://www.raes-hamburg.de
VDI, Arbeitskreis L&R Hamburg http://www.vdi.de/2082.0.html http://www.luftfahrtstandort-hamburg.de

RAeS Richard Sanderson Tel.: (04167) 92012 events@raes-hamburg.de
VDI Hannes Erben Tel.: (040) 743 83481 hannes.erben@airbus.com
DGLR Thorsten Schiek Tel.: (040) 743 78424 hamburg@dglr.de
DGLR / HAW Prof. Dr.-Ing. Dieter Scholz Tel.: (040) 7097 1646 info@ProfScholz.de


